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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, SY 

SUB J : TAXATION OF INSTRUMENTS OF FOREIGN COMMERCE: SYRIAN PRACTICE 

REF: STATE 191803 

1 . WE WILL BE UNABLE TO SUPPLY AUTHORIATIVE RESPONSE TO 
REQUEST IN REFTEL BEFORE AUGUST 2 DEADLINE. FOLLOWING 

IS INTERIM REPORT PREPARED ON BASIS INFO GENERATED WITHIN 
POST AND WITH A FEW QUICK TELEPHONE CALLS. BUT IT IS 
NEITHER COMPREHENSIVE NOR ONE HUNDRED PERCENT RELIABLE. 

2. SYRIA DOES NOT RPT NOT TAX SHIPS, AIRCRAFT, OR ROAD 
AND RAIL VEHICLES OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES DIRECTLY. SYRIA 
DOES IMPOSE TRANSIT FEES, ENTRY FEES, PORT DUTIES, AIRPORT 
FEES, ROAD FEES, STAMP DUTIES, AND OTHER CHARGES IN 
BEWILDERING COMPLEXITY FOR SUCH INSTRUMENTS OF FOREIGN 
COMMERCE ENTERING, TRANSITING OR DEPARTING SYRIA, BUT 
POST DOES NOT BELIEVE THIS CONSTITUTES TAXATION IN 
INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED TERMS. MANY OF THESE FEES ARE 
WAIVED OR REDUCED FOR SPECIFIC COUNTRIES THROUGH CONCLUSION 
OF BILATERAL AGREEMENTS. 

3. ECONOFF HAS APPOINTMENT FOR CALL ON MINISTER OF 
TRANSPORT EARLY AUGUST 3. HOPE TO OBTAIN FORMAL REPLY 
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AT THAT TIME. 
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